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D r Carole Walker’s tenacious research has, 

once again, turned up important historical 

evidence about Caroline Chisholm’s life. Starting 

with a snippet in Mrs Chisholm’s well-thumbed 

Scrapbook, Carole eventually went on to locate 

a Home News report of her 1852 speech that 

included the snippet and other new information, 

as recounted in Carole’s article in this issue.  

   Major biographies link Caroline’s decision to 

become a Catholic to her 1830 marriage to 

Archibald. Her Australian Dictionary of Biography 

entry goes further, imputing the decision to his 

being 13 years “her senior and a Roman Catholic”. 

The Home News report is clear: at the age of 

16, Caroline “had persuaded” herself she 

“ought to declare [herself] a Roman Catholic by 

conviction”. With her usual thoroughness, she 

had thought long about the matter, as she had 

about “relieving human suffering” and persevering 

in the “purpose” she had set herself, not allowing 

any fear to dissuade her nor a tear to be shed, 

as related in the Home News report. 

   The report of Mrs Chisholm’s speech puts to 

rest some of the recent unfounded speculation 

about her familial upbringing and homelife. 

Caroline stressed indebtedness to her mother 

and acknowledged, in a revealing aside, the 

formative influence of Legh Richmond. He was 

an Anglican minister whose Evangelical writing 

and preaching were greatly admired early in 

the 19th Century.  

   Carole’s informative article leaves open such 

questions as to when Caroline became a Catholic, 

whether she did decline confirmation in the 

Anglican Church, and whether the influence of 

the Rev Richmond was through his stories for 

children alone or that along with his local 

preaching. Let’s hope that Carole’s researches 

continue and that they further enlighten us, 

answering these and other questions. 

 

 

 

 

F irstly, I hope that all the readers of the Friends of Caroline Chisholm Newsletter are 

managing to stay safe and well in these very uncertain times.  Here in the UK we are in 

another lockdown, not quite as stringent as the first lockdown, but nonetheless we are not 

getting out much.  One of the better things to come out of the Covid 19 pandemic is the 

time to catch up on all the things you had wanted to do but never had the opportunity 

because of too many other commitments.  

A Tantalizing Snippet in the Caroline Chisholm Scrapbook 

   I always promised myself I would one day look for the newspaper article of which there 

was only a snippet in amongst the rather chaotic but wonderful collection of newspaper 

articles and memorabilia in the Caroline Chisholm scrapbook.1 The incomplete cutting gave 

a hint as to the date, but no information with regard to the paper in which the article 

appeared. It was a report on the occasion of a banquet given by Mr Wyndham Harding on 

board the Ballengeich before it sailed.  Caroline Chisholm responded to the toast to her: 

New Research on Caroline Chisholm 

Carole is the author of A Saviour of Living Cargoes — The 

Life and Work of Caroline Chisholm. This well-researched 

academic biography is, thankfully, still in print (see details 

in footnote 2, page 4). 
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   Here the torn scrap of paper finished. You can understand how tantalising that snippet 

was and why I so desperately tried to find it.  It has haunted me ever since. 

   It is about ten years since I completed my book on Caroline Chisholm2 and slightly longer 

of reports of the banquet. There were papers that mentioned the banquet, but no record of 

Caroline Chisholm’s response to the toast.   Technology has moved on apace since then and 

I hoped that I would now find what I wanted. I did indeed. There is a whole raft of new 

Caroline Chisholm online.  

cuttings released by the British Newspaper Archive in March 2020 are several under the 

banner of Home News – A Summary of European Intelligence for India and the Colonies.3  

   Home News of Saturday 2nd October 1852 reports Mrs Chisholm’s Speech in full. The 

paragraphs I was particularly interested in read: 

New Research on Caroline Chisholm 

“I rise as a wife and mother to acknowledge the toast my friend Mr Harding 

has given.  And I will take this opportunity of mentioning one or two facts 

in my life which may be interesting as showing how I was led to the 

a 

task leading when well performed, on to the expressible happiness of 

heaven, I learnt at the knee of Legh Richmond when a mere…. “ 

“I rise, as a wife and a mother, to acknowledge the toast my friend Mr 

Harding has given.  And I will take this opportunity of mentioning one 

or two facts in my life, which may be interesting, as showing how I was 

led to the task in which the greater part of that life has been passed.” 

“The idea of life being a task leading when well performed on to the 

inexpressible happiness of heaven, I learnt on the knee of Leigh [Legh] 

Richmond when a mere child.  And I remember myself after this, in my 

separated members of families across the sea to rejoin each other in a 

foreign country.  And I also distinctly remember putting a Wesleyan 

preacher and a Roman Catholic priest in the same shell, as being part 

of my play.  My notions on these points must have arisen from the 

practice of my mother of letting me stop in the room when neighbours 

advantage 

of a mother, to whom I owe whatever energy of character I have; for it 

was her constant maxim to me, never to shed a tear, or allow a fear to 

turn me from my purpose.” 

“My mind also spontaneously turned to religious speculation; so that I 

had persuaded myself, at 16, that I ought to declare myself a Roman 

Catholic by conviction, and decline to be confirmed according to the 

ritual of the Church of England, in which I had been bred up. Shortly 

after this, I engaged myself to the bond of marriage. The man to whom 

I was betrothed was an officer in the Indian Army….”   

   I thought the full report would give me more detail of Legh Richmond, but the article 
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Turvey in Bedfordshire in 1805, which is close to the town of Northampton. In 1814 he 

was definitely Anglican with a very keen interest in Bible Societies.  He often preached 

at the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts and particularly at meetings 

of the Bible Society, and Auxiliary Bible Society.  Anniversaries of the institutions were 

held in Northampton during the period of Caroline’s informative years.  Legh Richmond 

a village Friendly Society, whereby small amounts of money paid by the poor regularly 

would ensure payments during ill health when unable to work.  Legh Richmond wrote 

Guardian between 1809 and 1814 and were then published by the Religious Tract Society 

under the title of Annals of the Poor.5  When Caroline implied she “learnt on the knee of 

Legh Richmond, when a mere child” she could have been suggesting that she had his 

works read to her, or she had read the tales herself, or that she had attended many of 

his lectures in Northampton, often at All Saints Church, not far from the Mayorhold 

where Caroline lived. 

   The Home News article may have disappointed with regard to Legh Richmond, but the 

comments concerning Caroline’s mother, Sarah Jones, are extremely interesting. Regret-

tably very little is known of Sarah and I am still unable to find any further information.  

letting me stop in the room when neighbours called, some of whom were travellers, and 

men of thought, and talked of missions — missionaries then beginning to be a topic of 

conversation” very much allowed her to formulate her religious views listening to the 

topics of conversation.   Sarah Jones had radical ideas in the education of her daughter.   

It is also significant that Caroline stated, “I had the advantage of a mother, to whom I 

owe whatever energy of character I have; for it was her constant maxim to me, never to 

shed a tear, or allow a fear to turn me from my purpose.”  Caroline obviously believed 

that she owed her strength of character to her mother.  I would suggest that Caroline 

spoke of her mother with pride that she had helped shape her own remarkable life in 

helping others.  This totally refutes recent suggestions that Caroline’s mother disowned 

Caroline when her father died in 1814. Also, when Sarah died, Caroline was included in 

her mother’s will with monies divided amongst the siblings. 

   My earlier researches were unable to find any evidence of Caroline’s conversion to 

the Catholic faith.  Caroline was 16 in 1824.  Father, the Rev. William Foley was granted 

a licence for the [Catholic] chapel lately erected in the town [of Northampton] on the 

19th October 1825.6  Earlier researches found that many of Father Foley’s records were 

accidently destroyed.  No records were found in Brighton, where Caroline and Archibald 

spent some time following their marriage at the end of 1830. 

   It would have been an extremely brave decision for a young girl of just sixteen to  

convert to the Roman Catholic faith.  Many people at that time were turning to non-

conformist denominations, as they disliked the Church of England rituals.  However, 

Roman Catholics were still feared and shunned.7 Caroline’s words quite possibly mean 

that she felt she found her religiosity was more inclined to the Roman Catholic faith and 

that she would decline to be confirmed according to the ritual of the Church of England, the 

church in which she “had been bred up”. Had Caroline so declined, she could still have 

been confirmed in the Catholic Church about the time of her marriage to Archibald.  

Alas, details of which decision she made remain elusive.   

New Research on Caroline Chisholm 
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New Research on Caroline Chisholm 

   This is not quite where I thought finding the report of Caroline’s reply to the toast for her 

health at the departure of the Ballengeich would take me; but the research and its outcome 

have proved extremely interesting nonetheless, and I hope you too will have found my 

account of interest.  

 

1. Held at the Museum of Victoria, in Melbourne. Accessible on line.  

2. A Saviour of Living Cargoes – The Life and Work of Caroline Chisholm.  Available from 

Connor Court Publishing, Australia and Amazon UK.  

3. Home News was published in London from 1847 until 1896 and distributed via various 

overseas agents.  It was originally named Home News for India, China and the Colonies, but 

by 1850 it went under the banner of Home News – A Summary of European Intelligence for 

India and the Colonies. Home News was part of the 19th Century ‘steamship press’.  It could 

proprietors asserted that as the paper was published on the 7th and 24th of every month it 

would be available in time for dispatch from Marseilles and therefore “all intelligence for 

the reader in India” is “bought down to the latest hour”.  (British Newspaper Archive, Blog, 

30.3.2020)    

4. 1772-1827.   

5. Such tales as: The Dairyman’s Daughter, The Young Cottager, The Negro Servant, The 

Cottage Conversation, A Visit to the Infirmary.   

6. Northampton Mercury, Saturday, 22 October 1825.   

7. Several days of rioting in London occurred during the Gordon Riots of 1780, which were 

motivated by anti-Catholic feeling, which would still have been prevalent during Caroline’s 

teenage years.   

 

 

www.mrschisholm.com 
 
The www,mrschisholm.com website was unavailable during December, 

2020. It was not hacked. The explanation is much more prosaic. The 

annual fee for the site’s Wordpress software was missed. It has now 

been paid, and the site was fully restored in mid January.  

The Home News report which is the subject of Dr Carole Walker’s 

article is reproduced as an attachment to this issue. The orphan lines at 

the end of the report have been added at the bottom of the PDF version. 

In her reported speech, Caroline Chisholm referred to “the Church of 

England, in which I had been bred up”. Though it may sound strange to 

modern ears the expression “been bred up” has a literary lineage. It 

was used in the Mary I section of Goldsmith’s History of England, 18th 

edition, 1842, page 156: “Mary was strongly bigoted to the popish 

superstition, having been bred up among churchmen”. Queen Mary was 

Henry VIII’s daughter by Catherine of Aragon.  She attracted the 

appellation “Bloody Mary” for her failed attempts to restore the realm 

to the Old Faith. The term was not used in Goldsmith’s popular history. 
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